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NESHAMINY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Langhorne, Pennsylvania 

 

PUBLIC BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

NESHAMINY BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

August 6, 2015 

 

The Neshaminy Board of School Directors met in public session on August 6, 2015, in the District Board Room, 

at Maple Point Middle School.  The following persons were in attendance: 

 

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS:::: ADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORS:::: 

Mr. Scott E. Congdon, President 

Ms. Irene Boyle, Vice President 

Mr. John Allen 

Mr. Mike Morris  (Left at 8:15 p.m.) 

Mr. Stephen Pirritano  

Mr. Mark Shubin 

Mr. Anthony Sposato 

 

David E. Baugh, Ed.D. 

Mrs. Barbara Markowitz 

Mrs. Theresa Hinterberger  

Mr. Don Harm 

  

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT:BOARD MEMBER ABSENT:BOARD MEMBER ABSENT:BOARD MEMBER ABSENT:    

Mrs. Susan Cummings 

Mr. Ron Rudy 

 

OTHERS:OTHERS:OTHERS:OTHERS:  Approximately 35 persons from the 

public, staff and press 

  

SECRETARYSECRETARYSECRETARYSECRETARY::::  Mrs. Jennifer Burns SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:        Thomas J. Profy, III, Esquire 

                         

  

 

Call to OrderCall to OrderCall to OrderCall to Order        

Mr. Congdon called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Pledge of AllegiancePledge of AllegiancePledge of AllegiancePledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Congdon requested those in attendance join in the salute to the flag.    

 

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements    

None    

 

Superintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s Report    

Dr. Baugh asked for a moment of silence for retired teacher, Mr. Alan Goodrich, who passed away.        

    

Public CommentPublic CommentPublic CommentPublic Comment    

Robert Sanna, resident of Levittown, asked why the contracts with the NFT, the Administrators, and the NESPA 

are not posted in full detail on Neshaminy's website.  Mr. Sanna said the public should be aware of the 

financial details of these contracts.  He asked the Board to postpone the vote on the contracts until the public 

has all the information and can ask questions of the Board if necessary. 

 

Bob Feather, resident of Highland Park, welcomed Dr. Baugh to the Board.  Mr. Feather also questioned why 

more information and figures are not posted online regarding the NFT contract.  Mr. Feather had additional 

questions regarding the budget and the proposed savings for the consolidation plan. 

 

Karen Lowry, resident of Lower Southampton, welcomed Dr. Baugh to the Neshaminy School District.  Ms. 

Lowry expressed her dissatisfaction with the actions of the Board concerning the consolidation plan and the 

financial proceedings regarding the budget.  She asked for an explanation about the proposed plan to use 

iPads in schools and how will the fee from parents be determined. 

 



Public Board Meeting Minutes of the Neshaminy Board of School Directors (cont.) 

August 6, 2015 

B-2 

 

Master Motions:Master Motions:Master Motions:Master Motions:    

1)1)1)1) EEEE----Signature with Pennsylvania DepartmeSignature with Pennsylvania DepartmeSignature with Pennsylvania DepartmeSignature with Pennsylvania Department of Educationnt of Educationnt of Educationnt of Education.... 

Ms. Boyle presented the following motion: 

 

BE IT RESOLVEDBE IT RESOLVEDBE IT RESOLVEDBE IT RESOLVED, by authority of the Board of School Directors of the Neshaminy School 

District, and it is hereby resolved by authority of the same, that David E. Baugh, Ed.D, who 

is the Acting Superintendent of the above named body is authorized and directed to sign 

any and all contracts, agreements, grants and/or licenses (hereinafter collectively referred 

to as contract(s)) with the Pennsylvania Department of Education (Department); and 

BE IT FURBE IT FURBE IT FURBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDTHER RESOLVEDTHER RESOLVEDTHER RESOLVED, that the body consents to the use of electronic signatures by 

the above named individual and that no handwritten signature from the above named 

individual shall be required in order for any contract with the Department to be legally 

enforceable and that by affixing his/her electronic signature to an electronic file of the 

contract via the Department’s e-grants system, the above designated authorized individual 

shall have effectively executed and delivered the contract, binding the Neshaminy School 

District to comply with the terms of said contract; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no writing shall be required in order to make the contract 

valid and legally binding, provided that the Department and all other necessary 

Commonwealth approvers affix their signatures electronically and an electronically-printed 

copy of the Contract is e-mailed or is otherwise made available to the body by electronic 

means; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the body will not to contest the due authorization, 

execution, delivery, validity or enforceability of the electronic Contract under the provisions 

of a statute of frauds or any other applicable law.  The Contract, if introduced as evidence 

on paper in any judicial, arbitration, mediation, or administrative proceedings, will be 

admissible as between the parties to the same extent and under the same conditions as 

other business records originated and maintained in documentary form and the 

admissibility thereof shall not be contested under either the business records exception to 

the hearsay rule or the best evidence rule; and   

    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the body will notify the Department’s Bureau of Management 

Services promptly in the event that the above named individual is no longer authorized to execute 

behalf of the body electronically and that the Department shall be entitled to rely upon the above 

named officer’s authority to execute agreements electronically on behalf of the body until such notice 

is received by the Department’s Office of Chief Counsel. 

 

ATTEST 

 

____________________________________ _________________________________  

President     Board Secretary 

Scott E. Congdon, President   Deborah Spadaccino, Asst. Board Secretary 

 

 

I, Deborah Spadaccino, Secretary, of Neshaminy Board of School Directors do certify that the foregoing 
is a true and correct copy of the Resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Neshaminy Board of 

School Directors, held the _____ day of ____________________, 20___. 

 

Dated: ______________________________ _______________________________________ 

       Signature 
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       _______________________________________ 

       Deborah Spadaccino, Asst. Board Secretary 

 

 

TO BE EXECUTED BY AUTHORIZED OFFICERTO BE EXECUTED BY AUTHORIZED OFFICERTO BE EXECUTED BY AUTHORIZED OFFICERTO BE EXECUTED BY AUTHORIZED OFFICER: As the person authorized to sign on behalf of the above 

named body, I agree that I shall not provide any other person with my e-grants password or otherwise 

authorize any other individual to affix my electronic signature to any agreement with the Department. 

 

Dated: ______________________________ _______________________________________ 

      Signature 

      _______________________________________ 

      David E. Baugh, Ed.D.  

Acting Superintendent of Schools 

      Neshaminy School District 

 

 

Mr. Pirritano seconded the motion. 

 

The Board unanimously approved said motion by a vote of 7 ayes and 0 nays. (Mrs. Cummings and Mr. Rudy 

were not present.) 

 

2)2)2)2) Ratification of Contract Between the Neshaminy Board of School Directors and the NeshaminyRatification of Contract Between the Neshaminy Board of School Directors and the NeshaminyRatification of Contract Between the Neshaminy Board of School Directors and the NeshaminyRatification of Contract Between the Neshaminy Board of School Directors and the Neshaminy    

Federation of TeachersFederation of TeachersFederation of TeachersFederation of Teachers    

Mr. Congdon presented the following motion: 

 

That the Board ratify and approve the tentative agreement with the Neshaminy Federation 

of Teachers, Local No. 1417, AFL-CIO, covering the period July 1, 2015 through June 30, 

2016, and that the appropriate officers of the Board be authorized to execute the final 

contract documents effective as of the date of this ratification upon their review and 

approval by counsel. 

 

Mr. Shubin seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Morris made a motion to table the Ratification of Contract between the Neshaminy Board of School 

Directors and the Neshaminy Federation of Teachers. 

 

Mr. Profy stated that the motion fails, for lack of a second. 

 

Mr. Shubin made several comments regarding the Ratification of Contract between the Neshaminy Board of 

School Directors and the Neshaminy Federation of Teachers. 

 

Mr. Congdon called for a roll call tally and the tally indicated that the motion passed by a vote of 6 ayes, (Mr. 

Allen, Ms. Boyle, Mr. Congdon, Mr. Pirritano, Mr. Shubin and Mr. Sposato) and 1 nay, (Mr. Morris).  (Mrs. 

Cummings and Mr. Rudy were not present.) 

 

Other Board Other Board Other Board Other Board BusinessBusinessBusinessBusiness    

Solicitor's Report 

Mr. Profy recommended the settlement of pending 2013 - 2015 Tax Assessment Appeals of Sears and 

Roebuck & Co. McStome Kravco, Inc. as follows: 

 

Sears RoebuckSears RoebuckSears RoebuckSears Roebuck     Settlement AssessmentsSettlement AssessmentsSettlement AssessmentsSettlement Assessments 

Tax Map Parcel 22-057-042   $756,000.00 - 2013 Tax Year Assessment 

      $770,000.00 - 2014 Tax Year Assessment 

      $797,580.00 - 2015 Tax Year Assessment 
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Mr. Congdon made a motion to settle the pending 2013 - 2015 Tax Assessment Appeals of Sears and Roebuck 

& Co. McStome Kravco, Inc. 

 

Mr. Shubin seconded the motion. 

 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 7 ayes and 0 nays.  (Mrs. Cummings and Mr. Rudy were not 

present.) 

 

Mr. Profy recommended to settle the 2010 through 2015 Tax Year Assessment Appeals of Attleboro 

Associates, Ltd. and Brunswick at Attleboro, Inc. as follows: 

 

Attleboro Associates, Ltd.Attleboro Associates, Ltd.Attleboro Associates, Ltd.Attleboro Associates, Ltd.   Settlement AssessmentSettlement AssessmentSettlement AssessmentSettlement Assessment 

22222222----021021021021----049049049049----001001001001                $2,603,500 - 2010 Tax Year Assessment 

      $2,590,000 - 2011 Tax Year Assessment 

      $2,588,000 - 2012 Tax Year Assessment 

      $2,585,000 - 2013 Tax Year Assessment 

 

22222222----021021021021----049049049049----001001001001----001001001001    $1,139,100 - 2014 Tax Year Assessment 

      $1,231,788 - 2015 Tax Year Assessment 

    

    

22222222----021021021021----049049049049----001001001001----002002002002             $1,447,700 - 2014 Tax Year Assessment 

      $1,565,509 - 2015 Tax Year Assessment 

    

    

Brunswick at AttleboroBrunswick at AttleboroBrunswick at AttleboroBrunswick at Attleboro, Inc., Inc., Inc., Inc.   Settlement AssessmentSettlement AssessmentSettlement AssessmentSettlement Assessment    

    

18181818----004004004004----060060060060     $1,103,500 - 2010 Tax Year Assessment 

      $1,100,000 - 2011 Tax Year Assessment 

      $1,095,000 - 2012 Tax Year Assessment 

      $1,092,500 - 2013 Tax Year Assessment 

      $1,092,500 - 2014 Tax Year Assessment 

      $1,193,303 - 2015 Tax Year Assessment 

 

Mr. Congdon made a motion to settle the 2010 through 2015 Tax Year Assessment Appeals of Attleboro 

Associates, Ltd. and Brunswick at Attleboro, Inc.  

 

Mr. Morris seconded the motion. 

 

The Board unanimously approved said motion by a vote of 7 ayes and 0 nays.  (Mrs. Cummings and Mr. Rudy 

were not present.)  

 

Consent Calendar:Consent Calendar:Consent Calendar:Consent Calendar:    

Personnel:Personnel:Personnel:Personnel:    

1) Certified and Support Personnel Actions (see attached) 

 

Mr. Congdon made a motion to approve the Personnel Report and Mr. Shubin seconded the motion. 

 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 6 ayes, 0 nays, and 1 abstention, (Mr. Morris).  (Mrs. Cummings 

and Mr. Rudy were not present.) 
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Public Comment Public Comment Public Comment Public Comment     

Stacy O'Brien, resident of Langhorne, asked if there will be an option for parents who opt-out of the iPad 

agreement to use their own iPads at home and download the apps from the school's iPad.  She also asked for 

clarification of the final cost of a replacement iPad. 

 

Robert Sanna, resident of Levittown, mentioned that all the email addresses of the School Board Directors 

have been removed from the website and replaced with the contact information of a phone number of the 

superintendent or the mailing address of Maple Point Middle School to the attention of the Board President.  

Mr. Sanna asked why the taxpayers can no longer contact the Board Directors directly.  Additionally, Mr. Sanna 

asked why Mr. Modica has been assigned as Vice Principal of Maple Point Middle School and is still receiving 

the salary of a Principal. 

 

Karen Lowry, resident of Lower Southampton, commented that a full time police officer is assigned to 

Poquessing Middle School and she would like to know why other schools do not have a police officer on duty. 

 

Ben Schuhardt, sales and marketing manager, resident of Middletown Township, congratulated the Board and 

the NFT for working out a contract and he said both sides did a good job.  He said taxpayers should expect that 

the teachers will be getting raises and this should not come as any surprise. 

    

Future TopicsFuture TopicsFuture TopicsFuture Topics    

None. 

 

BoardBoardBoardBoard    CommentCommentCommentComment    

Mr. Shubin commented that the fee to parents for the iPad usage is $30 per year.  He also said he will get the 

information regarding the replacement cost and acquiring the apps for home usage.  Mr. Shubin stated that he 

hopes everyone will be able to take advantage of this excellent opportunity and if any family has a financial 

hardship, he is sure that something can be worked out in the way of assistance so the student can participate.  

Mr. Shubin remarked that the previous contract with the NFT was brought about during a very challenging time 

when the Board and the NFT did not have a good relationship.  He said as a result of a lot of hard work and 

compromises, everyone was finally able to come to the "dinner table" and work things out.  Mr. Shubin said that 

through common respect and agreement, a new contract has been made possible and future negotiations will 

be successful.  

 

Mr. Morris voiced his concerns about charging a service fee for the iPads and asked Mr. Profy to look into the 

legal aspects of the matter. 

 

Mr. Pirritano offered condolences to the family of retired teacher, Mr. Dennis Howie, who passed away recently 

as well.  Mr. Pirritano welcomed Dr. Baugh to the Neshaminy School District.  He announced that the GESA 

projects are on time and on budget.  Mr. Pirritano reminded parents to check the website's volunteer policy as 

it has been recently updated.  Mr. Pirritano reminded everyone of the salary matrix, which was part of the 

previous contract agreement and has always been transparent to the public.  Mr. Pirritano stated that Mr. 

Modica will be taking on the duties of summer school, which will actually be saving the district money.  Mr. 

Pirritano concluded by stating he is not aware of a full-time dedicated police officer being assigned to 

Poquessing; however, the matter will be investigated. 

 

Mr. Congdon stated that it is not feasible to postpone the NFT contract because relevant topics, such as class 

sizes, must be settled before the start of the school year.  He mentioned the rumor of the police officer at 

Poquessing and the removal of email addresses of Board members from the website will be looked into.  Mr. 

Congdon reiterated that the $30 charge for iPads will be researched by the Board's legal department.  He 

thanked the NFT for negotiating the new contract. 

 

Mr. Allen cautioned the public to observe the barriers when visiting the construction site.  He applauded the 

students for the wonderful production of Les Miserables.  Mr. Allen remarked that negotiations can be very 
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challenging and he is very encouraged by the recent contract settlement and the new mutual respect and 

cooperation between the School Board and the NFT. 

 

Ms Boyle welcomed Dr. Baugh to the district.  She also thanked the NFT for their cooperation.  Ms. Boyle said 

that, although emotions can get heated at times, every Board member is there for the same reason, which is to 

enrich the educational system for the children.   

 

Mr. Sposato stated that he is encouraged by the advancement in the Neshaminy educational system and he is 

privileged to work together with the dedicated Board members. 

 

AdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournment    

Mr. Congdon moved the meeting be adjourned and Mr. Pirritano seconded the motion.  The Board unanimously 

approved the motion.  Mr. Congdon adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Jennifer Burns 

       Board Secretary 
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